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Abstract

Sugar palm plants have great potential as a superior commodity that can support the community's economy, especially in rural areas.
Apart from being a source of food, such as palm sugar and palm fruit, this plant also has high economic value because it can be
utilized optimally from the roots, stems, leaves, and sap. Limited knowledge in business management and marketing also makes it
difficult for farmers to compete with other products that are more easily accessible to consumers. These factors often cause low
selling prices and suboptimal profits for sugar palm farmers. However, behind these challenges, there are a number of opportunities
that can be exploited to improve the welfare of sugar palm farmers in Langke Village. One of them is the increasing market demand
for natural and organic products, such as palm sugar which is healthier than granulated sugar. Apart from that, with a
sociopreneurship approach, farmers can be empowered to manage their businesses more professionally, expand markets, and process
other sugar palm derivative products such as palm fruit or handicraft products from sugar palm stems and leaves. With the support
of training, better market access, and innovation in business management, the potential of palm trees in Langke Village can be
developed to open up new economic opportunities and improve the welfare of the local community. Activities to strengthen
sociopreneurship for sugar palm farmers in Langke Village are that this activity has succeeded in increasing understanding and
strengthening the spirit of social entrepreneurship among farmers, encouraging them to not only pursue profits, but also have a
positive impact on the surrounding community. With continued support, the potential of sugar palm plants in Langke Village can be
more optimal, opening up new economic opportunities and improving community welfare.
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1. Introduction

Strengthening sociopreneurship is a very important effort to encourage the realization of inclusive and sustainable
development. In this context, sociopreneurship refers to entrepreneurship that not only pursues material profits, but also
aims to have a positive impact on social problems that exist in society (Arsyad, A. M., 2023). The main focus is on
creating innovative and sustainable solutions to address social challenges, such as poverty, education, health and
environmental conservation. With this approach, social entrepreneurs seek to empower communities while creating
jobs and improving the overall quality of life (Nugraha, R., t. al., 2024).

Along with global economic development, many societies face increasingly widening social disparities. In this case,
sociopreneurship is present as an alternative to narrow this gap, by providing solutions that are more affordable and
relevant to society. The existence of sociopreneurs can help overcome various problems around them, whether through
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innovation in products, services, or even business models that can empower marginalized groups. Sociopreneurship is
not just about doing business, but also about creating real social change.

Apart from that, strengthening sociopreneurship also encourages the realization of a more inclusive entrepreneurial
culture. Appropriate training and mentoring can improve community skills and knowledge, so that they not only act as
consumers, but also as actors in the local economy (Yuana, S. L., & Aziz, U. A., 2017). Successful sociopreneurs have
the ability to identify social problems around them, design innovative solutions, and implement them in a sustainable
way. Therefore, assistance in managerial, marketing and financial management is very important to ensure the
continuity and success of the social enterprise being run.

However, strengthening sociopreneurship is also faced with various challenges, such as limited access to capital, lack
of public understanding of the concept of social entrepreneurship, and low levels of collaboration between the public,
private and community sectors. For this reason, there needs to be a joint effort from various parties, including the
government, educational institutions and the private sector, to create an ecosystem that supports the growth of
competitive sociopreneurs. By providing access to training, funding and a strong network, sociopreneurship can develop
rapidly and provide broad benefits for the social and economic welfare of society (Sanny, A., 2021; Hartati, A. S., et.
al., 2021).

Strengthening sociopreneurship for sugar palm farmers is an important step to improve economic prosperity while
encouraging sustainable social change in agricultural communities. With a sociopreneurship approach, sugar palm
farmers not only focus on production results, but can also create innovations that have a positive impact on society,
such as processing high-value sugar palm derivative products or implementing environmentally friendly agricultural
practices. Through entrepreneurial skills training and managerial empowerment, farmers can more easily access wider
markets, improve product quality and strengthen business networks. This approach is expected to create economic
independence for sugar palm farmers, as well as make a greater contribution to social and economic development in
their area.

Sugar palm plants have great potential as a superior commaodity that can support the community's economy, especially
in rural areas. Apart from being a source of food, such as palm sugar and palm fruit, this plant also has high economic
value because it can be utilized optimally from the roots, stems, leaves, to sap (Mustagimah, M., & Suhud, K., 2023;
Iwan, 1., 2023). Products derived from sugar palm are increasingly in demand in domestic and international markets,
especially with increasing awareness of the importance of consuming healthier natural products. This opens up great
opportunities for farmers to develop palm-based businesses and improve their welfare through the use of various palm
products.

Apart from its economic benefits, sugar palm also has important ecological value. This plant grows well on less fertile
land and is able to adapt to various soil conditions, so it is very suitable to be developed in areas with marginal land.
The strong root system of sugar palm plants can help reduce soil erosion and maintain ecosystem balance. With proper
management, sugar palm plants can not only provide great economic benefits, but also play an important role in
environmental conservation, making them an ideal choice for sustainable agricultural development.

Sugar palm farmers in Langke Village face various challenges that hinder the development of their business. One of the
main problems is limited access to technology and innovation in production processes, such as sap processing and palm
sugar making, which still rely on traditional methods. Apart from that, poor infrastructure, especially in terms of
transportation, is also an obstacle for farmers in distributing their products to a wider market. Limited knowledge in
business management and marketing also makes it difficult for farmers to compete with other products that are more
easily accessible to consumers. These factors often cause low selling prices and suboptimal profits for sugar palm
farmers. However, behind these challenges, there are a number of opportunities that can be exploited to improve the
welfare of sugar palm farmers in Langke Village. One of them is the increasing market demand for natural and organic
products, such as palm sugar which is healthier than granulated sugar. Apart from that, with a sociopreneurship
approach, farmers can be empowered to manage their businesses more professionally, expand markets, and process
other sugar palm derivative products such as palm fruit or handicraft products from sugar palm stems and leaves. With
the support of training, better market access, and innovation in business management, the potential of palm trees in
Langke Village can be developed to open up new economic opportunities and improve the welfare of the local
community.
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2. Method

This activity was carried out on October 12 2024 at the Langke village office hall, Gentuma Raya District, North
Gorontalo Regency. The method of this service activity is a form of socialization using lecture and question and answer
methods. The outreach was carried out to provide sociopreneurship strengthening for sugar palm farmers in Langke
village, Gentuma Raya District, North Gorontalo Regency. Participants who attended the activity were village
government officials, stakeholders and the local community. The people who attended were sugar palm sap farmers in
Langke Village. An overview of the material provided by the resource persons is presented in Figure 1.

BAHAN BAKU GULA AREN DAN Pendekatan Sistem Dalam 5 \
PROSES PENGAMBILAN NIRA . .
Manajemen Produksi

\ 2
Keuntungan dalam Menerapkanya antara lain:
1). Lebih mudah untuk melihat dan mengamati

' - . 1 £ 0 i perubahan yang terjadi dalam pelaksanaan proses
! Sangat Penting Menjaga / produksi dalam perusahaan.

Kelestarian Pohon Aren [ g U . 2). Pengerjaan secara tradisional tidak dapat dilihat
b Sl
3 M . perubahanya secara cepat dan tepat
: ; : Sangat Penting B
p,,ani,,,:,:ﬁz u::h: 2,;“,‘,.9,,,,9, 3) Semakin kompleks kegiatan yang dilaksanakan

Keselamatan Kerja maka dapat memberi keuntungan dalam usaha

i ' W il | Produk-Produk Hasil Olahan
5 g Nira Aren

Penerapan proses manajemen dalam bidang
produksi di dalam usaha/perusahaan, maka
kegiatan produksi dan proses produksi dalam
usaha/perusahaan yang bersangkutan akan
Bahan Baku hagi selalu dilaksanakan dengan perencanaan,

Petani/pelaku pengorganisasian, pengarahan,
usaha Nira Aren

Figure 1. Presentation Materials

After providing the material and the question and answer session, the moderator reflects. A reflection session was held
to reflect on the impact of this service activity and the benefits received by the participants who attended. Reflection is
carried out directly through reflection questions given to the participants present.

3. Result and Discussion

Activities to strengthen sociopreneurship for sugar palm palm farmers in Langke Village succeeded in having a positive
impact in increasing the farmers' skills and knowledge regarding social entrepreneurship. Through training focused on
business management, marketing and product innovation, farmers are given the necessary tools to manage their palm
sap businesses more effectively. This training also teaches the importance of sustainable resource management, which
will not only improve product quality but also preserve the surrounding environment.

During this activity, farmers were also introduced to the concept of sociopreneurship, namely entrepreneurship that not
only pursues financial profits but also provides positive social impacts. Farmers are expected to be able to develop their
businesses by paying attention to the social and environmental needs around them, such as utilizing sugar palm

232



Hasanuddin, et.al | Panrannuangku Jurnal Pengabdian Masyarakat, 2024, 4(4): 230-235

derivative products to create additional economic opportunities. This also helps increase farmers' awareness of the
importance of their contribution to community welfare and the sustainability of natural resources.

Apart from technical training, this activity also facilitates sugar palm farmers in building wider networks, both with
fellow farmers and with other parties such as entrepreneurs, suppliers and financial institutions. With this network,
farmers can more easily access market information, get better prices, and find opportunities to expand distribution of
palm sap products. Collaboration between farmers is also expected to increase their competitiveness in facing
increasingly competitive market challenges.

In this activity, one of the most prominent results was the increased enthusiasm of farmers to innovate in processing
palm sap and its derivative products. They are now more open to trying more efficient and environmentally friendly
processing methods, such as using simple technology in palm sugar production or processing sap into other processed
products. This innovation is expected to increase the added value of sugar palm products, so that it can open a wider
market and provide greater profits for farmers.

Overall, activities to strengthen sociopreneurship for sugar palm palm farmers in Langke Village succeeded in having
a positive impact in increasing the farmers' entrepreneurial knowledge, managerial skills and innovation abilities. With
continued support and better access to markets, sugar palm farmers in this village have great potential to develop their
businesses, increase income, and create better social change for the surrounding community. In the future, it is hoped
that similar activities can be expanded to include more farmers in other regions, in order to maximize the potential of
sociopreneurship in the agricultural sector.
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Figure 2. Sugar Palm Férﬁers
(Source: Hanafiah, J. 2021)

Sugar palm plants in Langke Village provide various significant economic benefits for the local community. As the
main source of sap, this plant is the main raw material for producing palm sugar which is in high demand, both in local
and foreign markets. Apart from that, other derivative products such as palm fruit and craft products from sugar palm
stems and leaves also provide additional economic opportunities for farmers and village communities. Utilizing various
parts of the sugar palm plant helps increase income diversification and reduce dependence on one type of business,
which in turn can improve the welfare of sugar palm farmers in Langke Village. Apart from making palm sugar
products, palm farmers in Langke village also make an alcoholic drink usually called saguer which comes from
fermented palm juice and goes through a distillation process.

Apart from economic benefits, sugar palm plants also provide ecological benefits that are important for environmental
sustainability around Langke Village. Sugar palm plants are able to grow on marginal land and adapt to various soil
conditions, so they can be used to rehabilitate critical land and prevent soil erosion. The strong roots of sugar palm
plants help maintain soil stability, which is very important for maintaining the quality of agricultural land and preventing
environmental damage (Triwanto, J. 2019; Sari, F. P., et. al., 2024; Triwanto, J., 2024). Thus, sugar palm plants not
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only provide economic benefits for farmers, but also play a role in maintaining the balance of the ecosystem in the area.
An overview of the sugar palm plant is presented in Figure 2.

The results of activities to strengthen sociopreneurship for sugar palm farmers in Langke Village show a positive impact
in increasing the community's entrepreneurial capacity. Farmers now better understand the importance of professional
business management, from the production process to marketing sugar palm products. The training provided also
encourages farmers to innovate in processing palm sap into value-added products, such as palm sugar and palm fruit,
as well as utilizing all parts of the plant for craft products. Apart from that, this activity strengthens networks between
farmers, increases their awareness about social entrepreneurship, and opens up opportunities to access wider markets,
S0 it is hoped that it can increase the income and welfare of the people in the village.

4, Conclusion

The conclusion of the activity to strengthen sociopreneurship for sugar palm farmers in Langke Village is that this
activity succeeded in increasing understanding and strengthening the spirit of social entrepreneurship among farmers,
encouraging them not only to pursue profits, but also to have a positive impact on the surrounding community. With
continued support, the potential of sugar palm plants in Langke Village can be more optimal, opening up new economic
opportunities and improving community welfare.

Acknowledgements

Thank you to the Village Head and the Langke Village Community, Gentuma Raya District, North Gorontalo Regency,
Gorontalo Province for the support and facilities to carry out this service activity.

References
Arsyad, A. M. (2023). Pendidikan Kewirausahaan Sosial Berbasis Al-Quran (Doctoral dissertation, Institut PTIQ
Jakarta).

Hanafiah, J. (2021). Pohon Aren, Kolang-Kaling, dan Jasa Musang. https://www.mongabay.co.id/2021/12/08/pohon-
aren-kolang-kaling-dan-jasa-musang/

Hartati, A. S., Warsiki, A. Y. N., Kusumantini, T., & Diantoro, A. K. (2021). Kewirausahaan Sosial Fundamentals,
Concepts, Case Study. http://eprints.upnyk.ac.id/33648/1/Kewirausahaan%?20Sosial.pdf

Iwan, 1. (2023). Nilai Manfaat Ekonomi Tanaman Aren (Arenga pinnata Merr) di Desa Mosso Kecamatan Balanipa
Kabupaten Polewali Mandar (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas Sulawesi Barat).

Mustagimah, M., & Suhud, K. (2023). Potensi dan Produktivitas Air Nira, Kolang Kaling dalam Pengembangan
Ekonomi Masyarakat di Gampong Riting Kecamatan Indrapuri Kabupaten Aceh Besar. Jurnal Pengabdian
Pembangunan Pertanian dan Lingkungan (JP3L), 1(1), 54-62.

Nugraha, R., Varlitya, C. R., Judijanto, L., Adiwijaya, S., Suryahani, I., Murwani, I. A., & Basbeth, F. (2024). Green
Economy: Teori, Konsep, Gagasan Penerapan Perekonomian Hijau Berbagai Bidang di Masa Depan. PT.
Sonpedia Publishing Indonesia.

Sanny, A. (2021). Kewirausahaan dari Industry 4.0 Menuju Society 5.0. Cattleya Darmaya Fortuna

Sari, F. P., Munajat, M., Lastinawati, E., Meilin, A., Judijanto, L., Sutiharni, S., & Rusliyadi, M. (2024). Pembangunan
Pertanian Berkelanjutan. PT. Sonpedia Publishing Indonesia.

Triwanto, J. (2019). Agroforestry (Vol. 1). UMMPress.

Triwanto, J. (2024). Peran Agroforestri dalam Ketahanan Pangan dan Kelestarian Lingkungan Secara Berkelanjutan.
UMMPress.

234


https://www.mongabay.co.id/2021/12/08/pohon-aren-kolang-kaling-dan-jasa-musang/
https://www.mongabay.co.id/2021/12/08/pohon-aren-kolang-kaling-dan-jasa-musang/
http://eprints.upnyk.ac.id/33648/1/Kewirausahaan%20Sosial.pdf

Hasanuddin, et.al | Panrannuangku Jurnal Pengabdian Masyarakat, 2024, 4(4): 230-235

Yuana, S. L., & Aziz, U. A. (2017). Kuasa Dalam Rantai Industri Berbasis Inovasi.
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Nur-Azizah-
30/publication/323335909 Kuasa_dalam_Rantai_Industri_Berbasis_Inovasi/links/5a8e4d87458515eh85ac956
e/Kuasa-dalam-Rantai-Industri-Berbasis-Inovasi.pdf.

235


https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Nur-Azizah-30/publication/323335909_Kuasa_dalam_Rantai_Industri_Berbasis_Inovasi/links/5a8e4d87458515eb85ac956e/Kuasa-dalam-Rantai-Industri-Berbasis-Inovasi.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Nur-Azizah-30/publication/323335909_Kuasa_dalam_Rantai_Industri_Berbasis_Inovasi/links/5a8e4d87458515eb85ac956e/Kuasa-dalam-Rantai-Industri-Berbasis-Inovasi.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Nur-Azizah-30/publication/323335909_Kuasa_dalam_Rantai_Industri_Berbasis_Inovasi/links/5a8e4d87458515eb85ac956e/Kuasa-dalam-Rantai-Industri-Berbasis-Inovasi.pdf

